
  Next week, our gallery space will be filled with photos and stories from 

Syrian refugees — people who have been displaced from their homes and their 

families because of violence and war. These photos and stories were captured 

by Michael Friberg, an Abilene native who now lives in Utah, and Benjamin 

Rasmussen. Together they worked on two separate projects, both of which 

will be displayed. The first is a project called, “Syria is But a Dream,” which 

was sponsored by the creative tech company, VSCO. They were sent across 

the world in an effort to share projects that move beyond what we see on the 

news and reveal the very real complexity and humanity of the refugee crisis. This project focuses 

specifically on telling the stories of children born to Syrian refugees outside of Syria in Jordan and 

Lebanon. The beautiful thing about this project is that they went in with the sole purpose of listening to 

people’s stories and taking their pictures. Large family photos will appear on the walls, in addition to 

small “photo albums” in which each picture was captioned not by the artist, but the refugees themselves. 

You will see their own handwriting, their own stories and their own humanity on these pages. The 

second project, “By the Olive Trees,” is about Syrian refugees in Jordan. Friberg and Rasmussen created 

a tabloid newsprint publication of their work, which will be available in our hallway to view. 

   Given the current political climate, we understand that the word refugee is charged with all kinds of 

thoughts and emotions. Please hear us: This show was planned months ago, and its presence in our art 

gallery is not a political statement. It is our hope that these photographs will highlight the image of God 

that sits at the core of every human 

being and will invite us to share in 

our common humanity as we 

experience the stories of people 

who are dealing with deeply 

painful and life-altering realities 

that only a few of us in our 

congregation have ever faced. 

    A gallery reception at Aldersgate 

on Friday, March 3, at 7 p.m. will 

give you the chance to hear from  

Michael Friberg directly as he 

shares about his experiences of 

photographing these families. 


